“Tales from the Home 
of the World’s Worst 
Weather” 

March 29th at 12:15 in 
TC 103B, Sponsored 
by the STEM Starter 
Academy Grant for the 
Department of Higher 
Education 


Free Math Accuplacer 
Session - 
Saturday, March 31 

Rm LC135 

1:00-3:00 PM 

El-Hefni Lawrence Cam- 
pus 


Anonymous pop-up 
art around campus! 


() observer.necc.mass.edu 


Student Life is hiring 
Orientation Leaders! 
Only two weeks left to 
apply! 

For an application or for 
more information, please 
email Ari Chicklis at 
Achicklis@necc.mass. 
edu or in person at the 
Sport and Fitness Cen- 
ter, Room D103. Applica- 
tions are due April 1, 
2018. 


Apply for an NECC 
Scholarship! 

For additional informa- 
tion: 

- Visit our website at 
www.necc.mass.edu/ 
scholarships 

- Email scholarships@ 
necc.mass.edu 


Join the President’s Run- 
ning Club! 

Every Monday from 12 
P.M. - 1 P.M on Haverhill 
campus 
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The man behind 


the lens 


Photo by NECC Newsrooms 


Photo by Jose Garcia 
Pictured on left is Jose Garcia. On right is an example of one of his photos. 


Jose Garcia, is photographing members of the Northern 
Essex community in a new initiative #F acesofNECC 


By MARIELLA MENDEZ 
Correspondent 

This spring semester, a new 
project has sprouted within the 
Northern Essex Community fea- 
turing former NECC student Jose 
Garcia. Garcia is a 29 year old 
Haverhill resident who has taken 
the initiative to turn his passion 
for photography into a career. 

Garcia was born in the Do- 
minican Republic, more specif- 
ically the capital, Santo Domin- 
go. He moved to Haverhill at 
just 6 years old and then moved 
to Lawrence where he attended 
Lawrence High School for one 
term before he was accepted to 
Essex Agricultural and Technical 
High School. For a long time he 
wanted to study animals but later 
developed a passion for photog- 
raphy when he met his wife, Jean- 


nie who moved down from Ten- 
nessee, and wanted to become an 
aspiring model. This newfound 
love for cameras resulted in Gar- 
cia’s decision to break away from 
college. Garcia says, “I want- 
ed to help her out, so I set up a 
product modeling home business. 
She kept asking me about cam- 
era settings, so I had to YouTube 
everything to figure it out. While 
doing the research trying to fig- 
ure out these little questions, I got 
more and more interested until it 
became an addiction.” He began 
this new lifestyle in 2011.and de- 
cided to expand it into his perma- 
nent profession in 2013. 

The project was inspired by 
the “Humans of New York” blog, 
which captures people in natural 
states and environments, inspir- 
ing Garcia to do something par- 


allel at a college campus instead 
of the busy streets of a big city. 
Garcia also wanted to start put- 
ting out more free content in or- 
der to keep his work consistent 
and current, while also capturing 
interesting stories within the stu- 
dents and staff. Garcia explained 
his passion and work of art all 
with camera in hand. Garcia 
emphasized that the “Faces of 
NECC” project would also help 
him continue to practice shooting 
pictures and also getting comfort- 
able with his subjects. He thought 
a college campus was the perfect 
environment to shoot, “safe, con- 
sistent content” where he could 
capture “interesting portraits and 
stories from the students.” He 
explains that it was an extend- 
ed training for him, “the more 


you shoot, the better you get.” 
Continued on page 8 
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Students needed to 
help with a study of 
wild birds on Apple- 
dore Island in Maine! 

Help is needed the 
week of May 21-27, and 
also July 16-20 on a 
wild gull project. 

To apply: Email a 
one page application 
essay explaining why 
you want to partici- 
pate and the name and 
contact info of a fac- 
ulty or work reference 
to Sarah Courchesne 
(scourchesne@necc. 
mass.edu) by March 
31st. 


Were going back to 
BodaBorg escape room! 


When: Trip will take 
place Fri. April 6 from 
12:15p.m. - 8:30p.m. 


Cost: $25 includes 
transportation, quest- 
ing, all you can eat tacos 

Register in the Sports 
and Fitness Center __ 

Happy Escaping! 


Haverhill Campus 
100 Elliott St., 
room TC122 
978.556.3689 


Lawrence Campus 
45 Franklin St. main lobby 
978.655.5939 
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I want to wear a skirt, do you? 


I want to wear a 
pink dress and play 
with trucks .. What 


gender am I? 


By Saray DESIDERIO 
Editor-In-Chief 

When a little girl turns three 
everyone buys her pink skirts 
and baby dolls. When a little 
boy turns three everyone buys 
him cargo pants and trucks. Why 
does this happen? Why are these 
gender stereotypes happening at 
such a young age? When did it 
become wrong for girls to play 
with trucks and boys to play with 
babies? Is one more acceptable 
than the other? 

In the United States we com- 
monly associate everything with 
having two categories; two op- 
tions, but is everything really so 
black and white? Are there really 
only two options for everything? 
Are there more? Could there be 
more options? ; 

Gender is defined by what you 
identify as. However, American 


culture has decided that gender is 
a label. You are either male or fe- 
male. Point blank, all done. 

Notice how I stated that as 
‘American culture’. In other parts 
of the world there are more gen- 
der options, sometimes as. many 
as five. 

In the American culture we 
would never think of this because 
we have decided that there are 
only two options, meaning that 
girls toys are associated with 
pink, frilly things, as well as 
household activities like cooking 
and mothering, while boy’s toys 
are blue and involve superheros, 
hot wheels, and monster trucks. 
But why is this like this? Why 
do they not make pink trucks or 
make kitchen sets in blue since 
they make them in pink, or better 
yet, just make them yellow and 
green, ‘gender neutral colors’. 

Eight years ago when my mom 
was pregnant with my sister, my 
parents decided to not find out her 
gender until she was born. You 
would expect everyone’s reac- 
tion to be ‘ooh that’s so nice it'll 
be such a big surprise!’ But no. 


Why do they not make pink trucks or 
make kitchen sets in blue since they 


make them in pink.. 
- Sarah Desiderio 


Way more people than you would 
expect were like ‘how can they 
do that, how will I know what 
to buy them? Now I don’t know 
if I should buy pink or blue for 
them.” It’s a baby. Babies don’t 
care what they wear. They weigh 
10 pounds and can’t control their 
bladder, they’re not concerned 
what color their onesie is, they’re 
concerned about whether they 
have a wet diaper or not. 

When my sister turned three 
and everyone bought her baby 
dolls and kitchen sets for her 
birthday, my mom bought her 
trucks. My mom also bought her 
farm animals, because at some 
point those seem to have become 
‘boy toys’ too. Puppies and kit- 
tens for the girls, pigs and cows 


for the boys. Soft and fluffy for 
the girls, rough and tough for the 
boys, noticing a pattern yet? 

I believe, that every child 
should have the option to wear 
and play with whatever they 
want. Yesterday, when my sis- 
ter woke up she decided to get 
dressed on her own and chose to 
put on a dress. The day before 
when my mom was trying to help 
her get dressed she wanted noth- 
ing to do with that same dress. 
This is a common seven-year-old 
girl problem. But why is it girls 
exclusively? 

If you walk into the store with 
your seven-year-old daughter and 
she says she wants cargo pants 
and Timberlands you’ re not going 
to question her, right? But, if you 


walk into a store with your seven- 
year-old son and while walking 
past the skirts he says he wants 
one, you’re going to tell him that 
he’s a boy not a girl and boys 
don’t wear skirts, right? Does 
this logic make sense, because 
wasn’t there a time in history, 
not to long ago, when girls didn’t 
wear pants ever? In fact, there’s 
plenty of people still alive today 
who remember when that was the 
reality. Then, before that, there 
was a time when everyone wore 
skirts, girls and boys. So really 
what’s the difference? Why did 
it change? There’s multiple cul- 
tures in society where boys still 
wear skirts, maybe not daily but 
special occasions, so shouldn’t 
there be some variety in our so- 
ciety too? 

If in today’s society girls are 
able to have the option of what 
they wear, shouldn’t boys have 
the same courtesy? All I’m say- 
ing is that if my son is more inter- 
ested in wearing his sister’s skirt 
than his sister is, I see no reason 
that he shouldn’t be able to wear 
it. 
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Have you taken Journalism I? Are you taking it now? 
Would you like to be on the Observer staff? Then submit 
your resume to observer@necc.mass.edu. 


Publication Schedule 
Issue Publication Date Ad/Copy Deadline 
#1 Jan. 24 N/A 
#2 Feb. 14 Feb. 7 
#3 March 7 Feb. 28 
#4 March 28 March 21 
#5 April 9 April 4 
#6 May 2 April 25 


We welcome letters and articles from our readers. You can submit via 
email, and must include ios name and phone number for verification. 


Write “Letter” or “Artic 


e to Editor” in the subject line so we notice it 


right away. 
Send your letters to observer@necc.mass.edu 


We try to publish all letters we recieve, but we reserve the right to edit 
or reject those we recieve. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advertisers Inc., the Colombia Scholastic Press 
ssociation, and the New England Press Association. 


Roamting Reporter will return 


next week 
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Finding a new 
perspective on the 
road less traveled 


By BRENNAN COONEY 
Opinion Editor 


Every time I leave NECC, I 
turn left out of the Spurk parking 
lot and ride route 97 all the way 
home to Topsfield. 

Until the day I decided not to. I 
turned right out of the parking lot 
and saw what I could find. 

The first time, I went a good 
20 or so minutes out of my way 
before giving in to the need for 
lunch and using GPS to cheat. By 
the second, and third, and fourth 
expeditions, I have planned ahead 
and made time in my schedule to 
wander. 

Being lost is highly underrat- 
ed. The Merrimack River Valley 
has some beautiful scenery, and 
the quaint towns along the way 
are great places to stop and have 
a snack amidst an impromptu od- 
yssey. 

Gliding along a major high- 
way can feel like the flight of 
a hawk, effortless and smooth, 
while cruising the narrow wooded 
backroads of New England brings 
to mind Robert Frost’s love for 
the land. 

All of a sudden, aux cables and 
CD’s go unused as the lost art of 
radio surfing is discovered again. 

On a whim, I drove from the 
Haverhill campus straight to 
Richardson’s Ice Cream in Mid- 
dleton, and on to the Northshore 
Mall to pick up a bouquet for my 


NECC 


By SHAIBEL EsTEVEZ 
Correspondent 


Get lost 


girlfriend, as Valentine’s day 
had been fast approaching. 

This drive could have 
been arduous and felt like an 
eternity, if 1’d been expected 
at my destination, or even 
had somewhere else I had to 
be within a few hours. 

The standard day for 
many of us is a whirlwind 
of deadlines and responsi- 
bilities to meet, often barely 
managed and held together by a 
schedule. 

It can be easy to let entire 
weeks go by at a nonstop, break- 
neck pace. Not only do we not 
stop to smell the roses, we might 
very well accidentally step in 
them while trying to edit our as- 
signments. 

Many are caught in a constant 
juggle of work, academics, and 
family responsibilities, and such 
a schedule does not allow much 
time to sleep, never mind time to 
wander off to the middle of no- 
where. 

It is because our lives leave so 
little time to wander that we must. 
After planning far ahead, it is pos- 
sible to escape into the wilds be- 
yond the rat race. 

Like a dog off the leash, let 
your wonder be your guide, and 
your wandering be your destina- 
tion. 

Suddenly every hill has some- 
thing to find over it, and the act 
of traveling is no longer another 
chore of the day, but a grand ex- 
perience at once energetic and 
carefree. 

Soon, you’ll notice roads that 
lay along your usual route, and 
like a siren’s song the winding 
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It is because our lives leave so little time to wander 
that we must. 


path will beckon. 

There may well be a moment 
when “lost” goes from a fun, dif- 
ferent experience to being well 
and truly off the charts. 

The knee-jerk reaction for a 
person who never knew a world 
without GPS and might not re- 
member what a print Atlas looks 
like is to panic. 

During my second outing, it 
occurred to me I was in the wrong 
state, at that point, I admit, I got 
worried. 

But in this moment, my best 
advice for the waylayed traveler 
is to think simply. 

Road signs, however over- 
looked, are almost universally 
present and the paradox is the 
more one gets lost, the less lost 
they are. 

My wandering once dumped 
me in a very familiar place, an 
intersection right on the New 
Hampshire-Massachusetts line. 

From there I was able to ori- 
ent myself and ride the highway 
straight home. 

This moment of recognition 
alone was more than worth the 
time out of the day, and served as 
a reward for my striking out into 
the unknown, and was a strong in- 
centive to do it again. 


Of course, I always keep a 
charged cell phone, which in- 
cludes GPS, handy as a safety 
measure. 

I am not advocating striking 
out blind with no means of getting 
back on track. 

But I will say the added, 
self-imposed difficulty that comes 


' from avoiding the easy way out 


for as long as possible is a fun 
challenge to add to the allure of 
wandering the countryside. 

Even as I have delved here into 
exploration by car, the experience 
of wandering the urban landscape 
can be just as fun and just as re- 
warding. 

On a cloudless spring day, 
while visiting Boston, it occured 
to me to forgo the subway as my 
means to reach my destination 
and instead opted to hoof it. 

Just as wandering the New 
Hampshire-Massachusetts border 
by car was surprisingly manage- 
able after a short while, navigat- 
ing Beantown by landmark be- 
came something of a game, and 
Boston is rife with shops and 
cafes to serve as waypoints along 
the trek. 

There are no more continents 
to find, and fewer and fewer geo- 
graphic discoveries to be made. 


99 


But sailing a schooner to the north 
pole is far from the only kind of 
discovery. 

Instead, exploring the com- 
munities that have only ever been 
lines on a map becomes a person- 
al quest, foregoing directions as 
they are anathema to the spirit of 
adventure. 

If one doesn’t know where 
they are going to end up, they 
can’t very well ask for directions. 

As pupils, we must seek les- 
sons in the world around us as 
much as in textbook or lecture. 
Learning to approach being lost, 
or thrown off course as a chal- 
lenge or even a game teaches an 
important lesson. 

As summed up by the great- 
est pirate that never lived, Captain 
Jack Sparrow, “The problem is 
not the problem, the problem is 
your attitude about the problem.” 
Finding one’s own way out of 
difficulty builds confidence and a 
problem-solving mindset. 

So set aside a day to find a 
favorite radio station, CD set or 
Spotify playlist, pick a direction 
and just go. Who knows what 
you’ll find when you stop look- 
ing. 


reacts to armed teachers proposal 


Is it realistic that if teach- 


‘ers and faculty are armed it 


Controversy has built up 
all over the United States 
over firearm regulations with 
all the school shootings. 

Students and faculty have 
strong opinions on both ends 
about teachers being able 
to carry a firearm on them 
when school is in_ session. 

President Donald Trump 
has agreed with having teachers 
armed and has been pursuing this 
idea. How does this make stu- 
dents feel? Teachers? Parents? 

With all the dangerous situa- 
tions that have been happening 
in schools, it automatically can 
make everyone nervous, espe- 
cially students who are attending 
school, parents who send their 
kids to school, and even teach- 
ers and faculty who go into work 
everyday to teach these kids. 


would put everyone else at ease? 

“Active shooter drills is a very 
negative thing.” Trump states on 
the New York Times. “I don’t like 
it. ’'d much rather have a hard- 
ened school.” In other words, 
he strongly agrees with having 
armed faculty in schools, a hard- 
ened school can make a better 
environment in his eyes. 

When asking some students 
their opinion on this, they did 
not agree with this idea. Jazmin 
Medina stated, “I don’t think a 
law like this needs to be passed. 
Teachers don’t get paid enough 
to be armed. How will stu- 
dents know teachers and faculty 
wont misuse these weapons?” 

When told that Trump was 
stating he will provide training 
to faculty to use these weapons 
correctly Medina responded, 


“No matter how much train- 
ing teachers will get on using 
weapons, professors weren’t 
ever trained to have weap- 
ons before, this is not some- 
thing you learn just like that.” 
Zuleika Pimentel also stat- 
ed, “Not every adult is suit- 
able to carry a weapon.” 
There are many people 
who are not a fans of weapons. 
If professors shouldn’t car- 
ry these weapons who should? 
“No one should carry weap- 
ons, just because an adult has a 
hold of a weapon does not make 
everyone safe,” Medina states. 
It is pretty clear certain stu- 
dents are not so happy with 
this idea. If students are terri- 
fied, imagine teachers them- 
selves how they feel about 
carrying a weapon on them. 
Maurisa Charest, a professor at 
NECC states, “As a teacher I not 


only update my curriculum every 
semester to keep my lectures cur- 
rent and up to date but I always 
survey each classroom I teach in. 
For the last 10 years of teaching, 
I enter a room and look at how 
I can keep my students safe in 
the event of an active shooter or 
any emergency for that matter. 
I have in the past worked 

at a college where I had a few 
students I felt unsafe teaching 
so I always armed myself with 
pepper spray in the case I (or 
my students) was ever attacked. 
I understand the impor- 
tance of quick action, so if my 
school asked me to arm my- 
self, I would, IF the school paid 
for the weapon and training. 
I feel that if there are teach- 

ers who are comfortable and 
willing to arm themselves and 
safety protocols are put in place 
at the school for the weapons, 


then we should let them, how- 
ever, I’d prefer an armed guard 
or metal detectors instead. 
I have been to a shoot- 

ing range and I don’t have a 
fear of guns. I do not own a 
firearm and I completely un- 
derstand those who fear them. 
No teacher should ever be 
forced to arm themselves if 
they don’t feel comfortable.” 
So what is the reason be- 
hind all these school shoot- 
ings? Does it narrow down to 


not having armed teachers? 

Not having enough  se- 
curity guards? Pimentel 
states, “I believe it is fail- 


ure to keep up with protocol. 

If you think of it, some 
schools have metal protectors, 
so why is it that the schools that 
these shootings have happened in 
don’t have any type of security 
provided? Just makes no sense.” 
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Assault awareness on campus 


Educational panel to host discussion on sexual assault prevalence on college campuses 


By JoHN SORAGHAN 
News Editor 

The Northern Essex Com- 
munity College Student Gov- 
ernment Association, along 
with a group of experts, and 
the greater NECC commu- 
nity are hosting a discussion 
and educational panel to raise 
awareness on the prevalence 
of sexual assaults on college 
campuses. 

Tia Garrett, vice president 
of the Haverhill campus, de- 
scribes the event as a “chance 
to open up the discussion of 
what sexual assault is, who it 
can effect, as well as educa- 
tion on behaviors that can sig- 


nal an attack.” 

Garrett further went on to 
say that “male and LGBTQ 
victims will also be dis- 
cussed, as they can often be 
overlooked in these type of 
events.” 

“One in five women will be 
sexually assaulted during their 
time on a college campus. The 
same can be said for one in 
sixteen men,” according to a 
flier for the event. 

Stats like these are cited by 
the Sexual Assault Awareness 
Day organizers as the ratio- 
nale behind the necessity for 
such a dialogue. 

The event, which will take 
place on April 4 will be held 


in the Technology Center’s 
events room, 103. 

The panel will consist of 
Colby Patrie, president of the 
NECC Gender and Sexuality 
Alliance chapter, Elizabeth 
Telegente, NECC’s Title IX 
coordinator, and a Massachu- 
setts police officer. Garrett 
says that this diverse group of 
people will “help to address 
many of the stages and per- 
spectives of any given sexual 
assault.” 

All members of the student 
government will be selling 
blue ribbons in the coming 
weeks to raise money and 
awareness for this problem 
faced by so many colleges, 


and society on the whole. 
Sarah Tavitian, a freshman 
at NECC, likes the idea of rais- 
ing awareness, but also noted 
that she doesn’t think assaults 
of any kind seem to be much 
of a problem on this campus. 
“Events like these, and real- 
ly anything that furthers the 
cause of social justice are 
great, however I am happy to 
say, from my own experience, 
and the experience of friends 
it doesn’t seem to be an issue.” 
Garrett said she would 
agree that “although it may 
not be a major issue at NECC, 
the fact that so many of our 
students will transfer to four 
year schools gives us a moral 


obligation to prepare them for 
the type of environment where 
these things can happen.” 

And she also noted that 
“transfer students could be es- 
pecially susceptible to attacks 
due to their unfamiliarity with 
the lifestyle of dorms, fra- 
ternities, and parties that can 
be characterized as the norm 
for so many students’ experi- 
ence at four year institutions, 
particularly the larger state 
schools.” 

Garrett can be contacted for 
more information, or if there 
is any interest in participating 
in the event contact her at tia. 
franklingarrett16@gmail.com. 


Events like these, and really anything that furthers the cause of social justice are great, however I am happy 
to say, from my own experience, and the experience of friends it doesn’t seem to be an issue. 
- Sarah Tavitian, NECC Freshman 


ACCELERATE YOUR PATH TO DEGREE COMPLETION: 
GET COLLEGE CREDIT FOR PRIOR LEARNING 


CLEP: The College-Level Examination Programfel (CLEP) offers you the opportunity to receive col- 
lege credit for what you already know. Earn qualifying scores on select subject examinations and 
earn transferrable credits. The 90-minute exams cost $85.00 each along with a $40.00 NEC reg- 


istration fee. Learn more! 


www.necc.mass.edu/engage/testing-services/clepdsst-exams/ 


DSST: The DANTES Subject Standardized Test is similar to CLEP. The test cost for DSST is $80 
along with a $40.00 NECC registration fee. Learn more! 
www.necc.mass.edu/engage/ testing-services/clepdsst-exams/ 


CREDENTIAL EVALUATION: Credential Evaluation is the process of recognizing and equating to 
Northern Essex Community College courses, learning that has been achieved within a non- 
collegiate educational program of study conducted by qualified instructors. Credit considerations 
include: course work and training conducted by the military, business and industry, and other or- 
ganizations whose primary purpose is not education. The NECC Registration fee is $40.00 and a 


$50.00 fee per credit awarded, Learn more! 


www.necc.mass.edu/engage/testing-services/credit-prior-learning/credit-credential- 


evaluation/ 


PORTFOLIO EVALUATIONS: A Learning Portfolio is an instrument used by students to petition to 


Aradamie Placement 
Testing Center 


Credit for Life 
Learning 


ummer 
CSSLOMNS J >WEEK SESSIONS 


TWO 
STARTING 
MAY 21, 2018 


& JUNE 25, 2018 


receive college credit. This student-prepared document outlines, in depth, the learning gained out- 
side the college classroom and shows the relationship to college-level learning, There is a $40.00 
evaluation fee and Soll per credit after evaluation. Learn more! 

www.nece.mass.edu/engage/testing-services/credit-prior-learning/credit-portfolio-evaluation/ 


CHALLENGE EXAM: If you feel that your background, education, and experience have given you 
sufficient knowledge in a subject area, you may be eligible to challenge certain courses. Earning 
course credit through Challenge Examinations is equivalent to passing a cumulative, end-of-the- 
term examination or a series of comparable exams. Challenge Exam fees are $00.00 per credit 
and a $40.00 NECC registration fee. Learn more! 

www.nece.mass.edu/engage/ testing-services/credit-prior-learning/challenge-exam-overview/ 


MILITARY EVALUATIONS: The Academic Placement & Testing Center evaluates military transcripts 
and uses the American Council on Education (ACE) “Service members Opportunity College Guide" 
and website, www.militaryguides.acenet.edu, for credit recommendations. There is no fee charged 
for this service. NECE is a military friendly school. Learn more! 
www.necc.mass.edu/engage/testing-services/credit-prior-learning/ military-evaluations/ 


LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY TESTING: Measure your knowledge in one of 50 languages. Foreign Lan- 
guage Proficiency testing is provided for students that would like an exam proctored at NECC fram 
New York University - NYU or Brigham Young University - BYU. Learn more! 
www.necc.mass.edu/engage/testing-services/proficiency-testing-foreign-languages/ 


AND ONLINE | 
COURSES 


"SEMESTER! 


BAYPATH. EDU/SUMMERSESSIONS ae 
A13. 565. 1222 * LONGMEADOW, MA ~ 


Ip BAY PATH 


m UNIVERSITY 


Northern Essex 
Community College 


Page 5 » NECC Observer * March 28, 2018 


ews 


) observer.necc.mass.edu E @theneccobserver 


(Fj facebook.com/neccobserver 


NECC student receives national 
civic fellowshi 


A new award comes 
to NECC 


By ELLEN SMALL-Davis 
NECC Newsroom 


Jonah Adamsky of South 


Hampton, NH, formerly of An- 
dover, has been named Northern 
Essex Community College’s first 
ever Newman Civic Fellow for 
his dedication to under-served 
populations and seeking social 
justice for all. 

The 22-year-old psychology 
major was nominated by NECC 
President Lane Glenn who wrote 
of Adamsky, “Jonah has a passion 
for serving others, giving back to 
his community, and creating a 
more just society... faculty mem- 
bers describe him as hard work- 
ing, conscientious, highly intelli- 
gent, and strongly motivated. 

They also describe his strong 
compassion for his peers, volun- 
teering to assist a student with 
a learning accommodation and 


during group work always mak- 
ing “sure no one got left behind.” 

With a 3.92 GPA, Adamsky, 
who for the last five years has 
worked in childcare hopes to con- 
tinue his work with children. 

“Jonah has a strong sense of 
justice, especially when it comes 
to children... He has a compelling 
desire to create equal opportunity 
for all children,” wrote Glenn. 

Adamsky is treasurer of 
NECC’s Community Outreach 
Group, a student club dedicated 
to community service. 

In addition, he is an active 
member of the Gender Sexuality 
Alliance, a student club that ad- 
vocates and educates on issues 
important to NECC’s LGBTQ+ 
community. 

The Newman Civic Fellow- 
ship recognizes and supports 
community-committed students 
who have demonstrated an in- 
vestment in finding solutions 
for challenges facing communi- 
ties throughout the country. The 
fellowship, named for Campus 


Jonah has a strong sense of justice, especially 


when it comes to children... 


e has a 


compelling desire to create equal opportunity 


Compact founder Frank New- 
man, provides training and re- 
sources that nurture students’ 
assets and passions to help them 
develop strategies to achieve so- 
cial change. 

Through the fellowship, Cam- 
pus Compact provides learning 
opportunities in person and on- 
line that focus on the skills fel- 
lows need in order to serve as 
effective agents of change in 
addressing public problems and 
building equitable communities. 


for all children 


- Lane Glenn 


In his personal statement Ad- 
amsky wrote, “From a young age, 
I have been concerned for others, 
particularly those who are in 
some way disadvantaged, or are 
LGBTOte 

Adamsky has spent time vol- 
unteering at Ruth’s House in 
Haverhill and the Habitat for 
Humanity ReStore in Lawrence, 
which, he explains, helps give 
local communities access to the 
clothing and housing they need. 

“..I hope to work with an or- 


ganization that helps either disad- 
vantaged or LGBTQ+ children. I 
am passionate about making sure 
all children are allowed equal op- 
portunity to thrive,” he wrote. 

Adamsky plans to graduate 
from NECC in December of 2019 
with a liberal arts: psychology 
degree and transfer to University 
of New Hampshire. 

NECC Professor Meredith 
Gunning recommended Adamsky 
for the Fellowship. She will serve 
as his mentor next year. 


WE MEET YOU WHERE YOU ARE. 


Roger Williams 
University 


SCHOOL OF CONTINUING STUDIES + 


¢ We accept up to 90 credits towards your bachelor’s & 45 credits 
towards your associates; transfer credit, military training, credit 
documentation (including life experience), College Level Exam 
Prep (CLEP). Credit transfer evaluated on a case-by-case basis. 


WHAT'S NEW? 


We've added a few new programs & courses to our offerings 


e Healthy Community 
e Gateway to College 
© Stackable Programs 


WANT TO LEARN MORE? 


Email or call us to schedule a time to meet with one 


of our Admission Counselors! 


Octavia Roy | oroy@rwu.edu | 401.254.3573 


YOUR GOAL. OUR PURPOSE. 
SCS.RWU.EDU 


a @rwuscs f frwuscs 


School of Continuing Studies at Roger Williams University is 
committed to lifelong learning by providing educational 
opportunities for part-time adult and continuing education students 
interested in degree completion, career enhancement, and personal 
enrichment. Apply your life experiences or transfer credits from 
previous coursework toward your degree here. 


e Corporate Communication | 
e Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) Basic {| 
e Continuing Studies Pathway Programs 


frwuscs 


FINISH WHAT 


YOU STARTED! 


Transfer Information Session Dates 
Wednesday, April 18, 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
Wednesday, May 9, 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
Wednesday, May 23, 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm 


588 Longmeadow Street Longmeadow, MA 01106 
800.782.7284 ext.1235 
transfer@baypath.edu 
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Sculptures inspire discussion 


ananen 3D Art 
finds a home on the 


NECC Haverhill 
By Lean MAHONEY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


A mysterious artistic pres- 
ence has been made known in the 
halls and courtyards of NECC in 
Haverhill. 

“Tt made me stop,” said Mat- 
thew Hewitt, a student and art 


du 


appreciator who found himself in 
the presence of one of the new- 
ly erected art installations on his 
way to class. Like a treasure hunt 
on campus, The Foundations of 
3D Art class taught by Professor 
Diane Pappas, has helped to put 
together an array of visual spec- 
tacles to be consumed and ana- 
lyzed by the student body. 

The first floor of Spurk is the 
home to one of these displays, a 
series of tubes made from recy- 
cled water bottles. “I think it’s a 
statement on the ridiculous 
amount of plastic trash plas- 
tic water bottles are,” said 
student Geehae Moon of the 
art. Each of the sculptures 
received mixed reviews and 
a wide range of interpre- 
tations. Moon: went on to 
say that the piece also re- 
sembled “clear intestines.” 
Whereas Matthew Hewett 
was reminded of stream- 
ers after seeing the tubular 
plastic art piece. 

Some were struck by the 
new fixtures on a deeply 
personal level. Hewett also 
spoke candidly about his 


FINISH WHAT 
YOU'VE STARTED 


E) @theneccobserver 


view of the piece underneath the 
staircase in Spurk. “As a former 
addict, it really hit home for me. 
[The artist] really hit it spot on.” 

One of the most talked about 
installments was one placed out- 
side of the General Services Cen- 
ter (B building) and the. Spurk 
building. It features a manne- 
quin torso, head, and a single 
arm placed sideways on a web 
of string next to a smaller “baby” 
figure painted grey. Hewett said 
that the outdoor exhibit was less 
obvious to him. “That one con- 
fused me. [The figure] is kind of 
torn apart and it looks like his in- 
ner child is burned up.” 

Student, © Armando Bel- 
liard-Harmon interpreted the dis- 
play as a symbol of “the artificial 
things that claim to hold us to- 
gether” (i.e. apps, social media). 
He went on to say that, despite 
aforementioned “claims” these 
things “are also keeping us from 
seeing the greater fractured pic- 
ture. We are all falling apart no 
matter what ‘webbing’ we may 
use to hold things together. The 
theme seems to be escapism and 
avoiding the inevitable.” 


WWM WM 
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This piece 
was also seen 
by Student 
Government 
Marketing 
Chair ~ Abbey 
Tannatt, who 
saw it from an 
entirely differ- 


ent —_ perspec- 
tive. “I think 
[the sculp- 


ture]. is about 
abortion or a 
mother losing a 
child to a mis- 
carriage and 
how their body 
is webbed [or] fj 
tied to the child ,% 
that they lost... & 
That’s why it 
looks like the 
body is falling F~ - 


apart,” said § 
Tannatt. 
All of the 


art seemed to inspire a strong 
response from students. While 
some may have found it to be 
strange, or even offputting, most 
were excited to have the oppor- 


MERRIMACK COLLEGE 


tunity to interpret sculptures on 
campus. Hewitt described the 
change as “well needed” and is 
thrilled by the potential for new 
art to pop up in the community. 
Photos by Leah Mahoney 


EARN YOUR BACHELOR’S DEGREE 
IN AS LITTLE AS 24 MONTHS. 


° Tuition includes textbooks and meals 
° Evening, weekend and hybrid courses ~ 
¢ Scholarships and financial aid 


EVENING BACHELOR’S DEGREE PROGRAMS: 
¢ Business Administration 
¢ Child, Family & Community Studies 
e Liberal Arts with Concentrations in: 


Communication 
Philosophy 

Public and Professional Writing 
Psychology 
Religious and Theclogical Studies 
Sociology 


professionalstudies@merrimack.edu 
www.merrimack.edu/finish 
978-837-3563 
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By JINETTE GALARZA 
Campus Life Editor 

A community college is 
meant to be a place where stu- 
dents from nearby neighbor- 
hoods, and international stu- 
dents, join such institutions for 
a common purpose: To attain an 
associate’s degree or certifica- 
tion which will help them join 
the work force or transfer to a 
four-year institution to continue 
their education. Among these 
students you'll find tradition- 
al and non-traditional students, 
making a community college a 
great way for more experienced 
classmates to help the younger 
ones, and vice-versa. A fantastic 
way for students to learn about 
each other is through the student 
run clubs and organizations on 
campus. Whether you are a Sci- 
ence major or an English major 
it doesn’t matter, if you both like 
acting, playing board games, 
learning about your communi- 
ty, developing your dance skills, 
or learn about deaf studies, the 
clubs at the college are the right 
fit for anyone that wants to be a 
part of it. 


So, what happens when these 
clubs no longer have the abil- 
ity to provide for students that 
environment where they can 
share common interests and cre- 
ate long lasting relationships? 
NECC has experienced chang- 
es in the class schedules, add- 
ing more classes on Mondays 
through Thursdays, while allow- 
ing mostly free Fridays. While 
Fridays off may sound great 
to some, it has indeed taken a 
tough toll on clubs that meet on 
the 12pm-Ipm time slot. With 
classes ending at 12:15pm and 
others starting at 12:30pm clubs 
no longer have that one hour of 
availability to meet with their 
groups and enjoy the things they 
hold dear. The questions that we 
can ask, among many others, 
is why was this change made? 
Was it to benefit the students, 
or the faculty and staff? While 
these changes were being dis- 
cussed, did anybody stopped to 
think about how detrimental this 
would be for those student run 
clubs who met in these specific 
time periods? Did anyone cared 
enough to think about the impact 
this would have on the student 


admissions @fitchburgstate.edu 
fitchburgstate.edu/transfer 


population? Its unity? Or was 
the only factor that was taken 
into account money? 

When asked if it was a good 
idea for the switch to be made, 
student Sara Ramirez responded 
“Honestly, I don’t think it was 
worth it. The clubs and organi- 
zations are things students felt 
we needed on campus in order to 
create a deeper more meaningful 
sense of community. Starting the 
weekend earlier does not add to 
that feeling of belonging. Clubs 
were too severely impacted by 
the change and I, personally was 
devastated.” 

Colby Patrie, the president of 
the GSA club, was particularly 
outraged at this change. His club 
has been affected severely, they 
lost one of their officers and are 
close to losing another one due 
to a lab class conflict. “It is diffi- 
cult to communicate with every- 
one to plan our events. We treat 
it as a democracy and I always 
ask the club what everyone’s 
ideas are before we plan some- 
thing. It’s hard to get a good 
idea of what people want when 
there’s only two members show- 
ing up because everyone else has 


ling to survive 
Taking a look at our ae 1B, 


class,” said Patrie. 

When asked what he would 
say to our, administration in 
regards of this matter he re- 
sponded with the following “I’d 
recommend changing it to the 
way it was before. Absolutely 
NO CLASSES between 12pm- 
lpm”. 

Student Nate Miller who is 
part of the Improv club has seen 
a drastic decrease in attendance 
from 23 to 4 students due to this 
change. Miller said “With less 
people attending a lot of times 
clubs try and try to figure out 
how to get more people, but 
without that timeslot people just 
can’t stay.” Miller is also the 
president of the Student Govern- 
ment Association, when asked 
how the SGA was working on 
helping the students through 
this Miller answered “we tried 
our hardest to give the club’s 
the budget they needed, in a few 
cases we saw how much clubs 
were doing and we actually gave 
them more money than they re- 
quested”. 

While giving money to the 
clubs is a great source for clubs 
to fund their activities, in no 


e Average class size of 21 students; 


More than 30 undergraduate 
and 22 graduate programs 


way does giving more money 
resolves or at the least provokes 
conversation on how there can 
be a solution to this problem. 
When asked if the SGA had 
reached out to the authorities on 


campus Miller answered “We_ 


haven’t yet but that’s something 
I would be very interested in do- 
ing.” 

For those people in our dear- 
est community college who read 
this, have the power to create 
change, and who truly care 
about the student population, lis- 
ten to our plea. In order for this 
college to retain its COMMU- 
NITY sense and strive for UNI- 
TY, the OPPORTUNITY and 
AVAILABILITY must be given 
to students to continue working 
for such goal. If you want higher 
attendance and graduation rates, 
then the reasons that would 
make students stay NEED to be 
taken into consideration. 

Clubs and organizations are 
a vital piece of our college and 
to have it stripped away with no 
warning is not acceptable. Show 
us that you care, and give us 
back our time! 


14:1 student to faculty ratio 


e Over 250 MassTransfer © 
and other transfer agreements 


e Internships at more than ‘ 
600 companies and organizations eS 


e Study abroad opportunities a 


¢ More than 60 diverse, student-run He: 
clubs. and organizations 


¢ Over $28 million in financial aid 


granted annually 


¢ One hour from Boston 


on commuter rail 


¢ Transfer Information Sessions 
available in the fall and spring 


e Transfer Center available 
for any of your questions 


§ FITCHBURG STATE 
6B UNIVERSITY 
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Humanities under siege? 


Students protest after University of Wisconsin Stevens Point's proposal to 


eliminate 13 humanitites majors and programs 


By Emiry ZINSMEISTER 
Features Editor 

On March 5, the University 
of Wisconsin at Stevens Point 
announced plans to drop 13 lib- 
eral arts majors in the fields of 
humanities and social sciences 
and redirect that money to the 
expansion and addition of 16 pro- 
grams that have “demonstrated 
value and demand in the region”, 
according the school’s website. 
This announcement comes as 
UW-Stevens Point faces a $4.5 
million deficit due to declining 
enrollment and tuition revenue. 

The proposed cuts include ma- 
jors in English, history, philos- 
ophy and political science. The 
elimination of these programs 
would allow for the school to ex- 
pand certain programs primarily 
in the STEM (science, technol- 
ogy, engineering and mathemat- 
ics) fields which include finance, 
management, chemical engineer- 
ing, fire science and computer in- 
formation systems, as well as the 
addition of new bachelor’s degree 
programs such as environmental 
engineering, Doctor of Physical 
Therapy, and aquaculture/aqua- 
ponics. 

The fiscally motivated plan 
was immediately met with back- 
lash from students, faculty and 
the surrounding community, and 
prompted the school’s Chancel- 
lor, Bernie Patterson to address 
the reactions in a column for the 
Stevens Point Journal attempting 
to clarify the school’s position: 

“Twenty-five years of my aca- 
demic career was in teaching and 
administrative roles at a college 
of arts and science, so-I cannot 
emphasize enough: A broad lib- 
eral arts education is crucial. We 
remain committed to ensuring ev- 
ery student who graduates from 
UW-Stevens Point is thoroughly 
grounded in the liberal arts, as 
well as prepared for a success- 
ful career path. It is critical our 
students learn to communicate 
well, solve problems, think criti- 
cally and creatively, be analytical 
and innovative, and work well in 
teams.” 

Patterson emphasized _ that 
the proposal does not mean an 
end to liberal arts completely 
at UW-Stevens Point and that 
80% of the humanities courses 
currently offered will continue, 
saying that “most of our students 
who take courses in these fields 
do not major in them.” His arti- 
cle continued, outlining the insta- 
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But they really are kind of cannibalizing their own programs because at the end of the day it always turns out » 
that what employers want are the soft skills that come with the humanities, so at the other end of this cut- 


bility of the institution’s finances 
and citing various departments 
and areas that have already been 
affected by the deficit, essential- 
ly leaving no other option but the 
humanities for cost-cutting mea- 
sures: 

“As UW-Stevens Point has 
faced decades of declining state 
support, and more recently, de- 
clining enrollment, we have tried 
nearly every strategy, except 
cutting. programs to address fis- 
cal challenges...open positions 
were left unfilled, contracts not 
renewed, administrative roles 
consolidated. We have imple- 
mented cost-savings, increased 
workloads, raised class sizes, re- 
duced administrative spending, 
and nearly eliminated budgets for 
supplies, equipment, technology 
and facilities...restricted travel 
and professional development, 
reduced student activities...In 
short, we have cut everywhere 
elset? 

Despite Patterson’s remarks, 
on Wednesday, March 21, stu- 
dents led a Save Our Majors 
sit-in protesting these changes. 
Hundreds of students, faculty 
and community members joined 
the demonstration, many holding 
signs that read: “Where’s your 
humanity? It’s been cut.” In ad- 
dition to staging the demonstra- 
tion, student leaders also issued a 
letter to the administration stating 
their concerns surrounding the 
elimination of these 13 programs 
and their disappointment in the 
school’s attitude on the value of 
liberal arts. 

“For years, the legislature in 
Wisconsin has perpetuated the 
belief that education is only valu- 
able when it leads to specific ca- 
reer paths. We were disheartened 
to see the attitude of our academ- 
ic affairs conform to that belief... 
By responding to the structural 
deficit with eliminating human- 
ities departments we risk shifting 
the culture of our campus to one 
that no longer supports the Point- 
er culture.” 

The letter goes on to acknowl- 
edge and agree with the admin- 
istration that changes are neces- 
sary, but proposes that the best 
solution would be one formed by 
collaboration between students, 
faculty, administration and com- 
munity partners: 

“We understand that we can- 
not remain the same kind of com- 
prehensive university that we 
have been in the past. We urge 
academic affairs, common coun- 
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For years, the legislature in Wisconsin has perpetuated the 
belief that education is only valuable when it leads to specific 
career paths. We were disheartened to see the attitude of our 
academic affairs conform to that belief. 


| 
- UW-Stevens Point students in letter to administration | 
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cil and student government to re- 
consider the extent to which this 
proposal would affect the campus 
as a whole through a relationship 
that encourages communication 
between . community, faculty, 
staff and students.” 

The student letter ends by call- 
ing for the formation of task force 
that would include representa- 
tion from each college on cam- 
pus that would come up with a 
counter-proposal to be presented 
on May 3, emphasizing. that the 
school should be working with 
the students and community to 
resolve the budget deficit instead 
of making what some see as a 
unilateral decision. 

Opposers argue that the under- 
lying value of the skills acquired 


through liberal arts education is’ 


not being considered and fear that 
the objectives of the administra- 
tion have negatively shifted to a 
focus on financial profitability. 

On March 15, 23 academic or- 
ganizations including the Amer- 
ican Philosophical Association 
and the American Political Sci- 
ence Association, issued a letter 
denouncing UW-Stevens Point 
administration’s proposal and 
arguing against the school’s ra- 
tionale in defending its proposed 
strategy to bolster programs that 
have a more clearly defined ca- 
reer path in the current job mar- 
ket. The letter reads: 

“By focusing on preparation 
only for narrowly defined jobs, 
Stevens Point administrators risk 
leaving students with consider- 
ably poorer preparation for the 
full range of careers most Ameri- 
cans will experience in a working 
lifetime...It is deeply misguided 
to eliminate humanities majors 
based on the inaccurate presump- 


tion that they do not prepare stu-- 


dents for high-demand careers.” 
The fears outlined in the let- 
ter echo those of many others 


who say they feel that this mea- 
sure would deprive opportunities 
to working-class and low-in- 
come students. The letter ends 
by stating the added importance 
of humanities programs being 
available at public institutions 
and urges that the administration 
reconsider because their proposal 
would “irreparably damage liber- 
al arts education.” 

The art vs science debate is 
one that has become more and 
more relevant in the past decade. 
The university’s proposal and the 
issues that brought about are not 
isolated to UW-Stevens Point, 
but rather is just one instance is 
a broader issue plaguing many 
the nation’s institutions of higher 
education. This has been due to 
changes and shifts in the econo- 
my which have led to declining 
enrollment rates and tuition rev- 
enue. Proponents on both sides 
have been vehement in their argu- 
ments and both seem to agree that 
change is needed. 

NECC has also made similar 
changes but not to the extent that 
UW-Stevens Point is proposing. 
In the Spring of 2017, an inter- 
nal audit led to the elimination of 
various certificate programs and 
degree programs in dance and 
theater due to low enrollment. 
However, some do not see this an 
emerging issue but rather a cycli- 
cal one. NECC English Professor 
Thomas Greene said, 

“This happens every ten or 
fifteen years, this kind of a cycle 
where colleges and universities 
start to think that they should 
be more like trade schools or go 
for this sort of business model of 
high value classes or high value 
programs only. But they really 
are kind of .cannibalizing their 
own programs because at the end 
of the day it always turns out that 
what employers want are the soft 
skills that come with the human- 


back they’re going to find that they don’t have the things they need to survive. 
- Tom Greene, NECC English Professor 


ities, so at the other end of this | 
cut-back they’re going to find 
that they don’t have the things.| 
they need to survive.’ 

When asked their opinions,| 
NECC students fell on both sides, | 
but for the most part, agreed 
with the students protesting at 
UW-Stevens. 

“Tf it’s statewide I don’t think | 
it’s acceptable because everyone 
has different goals and coal 
es. But if its school-specific then | 
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that’s fine because it’ll be a tech 


school and there will be other op- | 
tions, “said Human Services ma- 
jor Jackie Donahue. 

Avery Kolenski, a psychology 
major, said, “Stem is important 
and needs more focus and I’vé 


seen statistics where more people'} 


are picking liberal arts majors so 
more students should be encour- 
aged to pick liberal arts.” 

“T don’t think every school has 
to offer everything but students 


should have access to everything. 


Look at the student body and see 


what the students need and want) 


and cater to that but make sure: 
that whatever they don’t pick 
those students still have options 
available at other schools close) 
by,” 
chair Mike Cross. 


Whether you are majoring in) 


English or engineering, love sci- 
ence or hate math, schools need 
to adapt to cultural, societal and 
economical changes. Whether 


you agree or disagree on a pro-| 


posed solution is much less im-) 
portant than the strategy involved) 
in coming to that conclusion. 
Students want to have a say in 
their educational experiences and 
have the option to participate in 
the decision-making processes: 
that directly affect their future. 

Editor in chief Sarah Desider- 
io contributed to this story. 
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said science department) 
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He explains that it was an ex- 
tended training for him, “the more 
you shoot, the better you get.” He 
also explained how essential it 
was for him to release content, 
saying “it is the most important 
part of marketing in general, if 
you become the authority on the 
subject that you are marketing 
in and selling in, people look to 
you not only for advice, but once 
they have the advice and that free 
information that your constantly 
putting out, they trust you. Build- 
ing a brand, it’s more important 
than trying to push a sale.” 

Garcia got much of his in- 
spiration for shooting portraits 
through wedding photography, 
when his friend from high school 
reached out to him asking if he 
could shoot his wedding. Garcia 
found love in capturing moments 
in a candid style of people in their 
most natural states. He says, “The 
better clients are looking for the 
experience, not so much the end 
result.” 

Garcia keeps his photography 
diverse explaining that he’s nev- 
er “been too identity focused” 
and that he just focuses on what 


he likes to do and that he doesn’t 
think too much outside of his own 
enjoyment. 

Bryan Fernandez 21, was a 
former student at Northern Es- 
sex studying psychology and is 
currently employed at Best Buy 
where he met Garcia about 6 
months ago, where they struck 
up a conversation about cameras 
and learned that they both shared 
a passion for photography. 

Fernandez describes Garcia as 
someone who is “very driven by 
what he loves. He’s good at his 
craft and has a lot of potential. 
The most important thing is that 
he has fun while doing it.” Fer- 
nandez recently learned about the 
“Faces of NECC” project saying 
that “it’s a great way of connect- 
ing everybody as one collective 
community.” Fernandez shares 


IViore 


many of the same viewpoints as 
Garcia when it comes to their 
craft. Fernandez shared insight- 
ful advice saying, “study and 
practice. It’s a game of trial and 
error when it comes to learning, 
so it’s a craft that involves having 
a strong mindset. You can’t get 
too discouraged because the only 
way of learning is through suffi- 
ciency.” Garcia and Fernandez 
stay in touch and see each other 
often whenever Garcia stops by 
at Best Buy looking for ways to 
enhance his camera. 

Garcia kindly asked to take a 
photo of me to include in the Fac- 
es of NECC project. He asked if I 
could switch to the opposite side 
of the table where the sun was 
hitting as he further directed my 
pose, asking me to move more to- 
wards the left, put my chin down 


a a 


Building a brand, it’s more important 
than trying to push a sale 
- Jose Garcia 


and tilt my head. |= 
Everything f 
came natural to 
him as he quick- 
ly played with 
the camera set- 
tings and moved 
slightly to cap- 
ture the perfect 
light. After the 
single shot, he 
proudly showed 
me the photo. 

All photos 
taken by 

Jose Garcia. 


Taryn Decker 


Alejandra Chandler 


Traveling doesn t 
have to be just for 
the rich. Here’s some 
ways college students 


‘get out there’ 


By ScarRLeT MELO 
Correspondent 

For many college students, 
‘travel can seem out of reach 
when it comes to affordability. 
But there are many websites out 
there that make it affordable for 
students to travel even when they 


Let’s Travel! 


are on a low budget. 

For most of the students here 
at NECC, travel seems out of 
the question. For some however, 
they have found a way to travel 
using discounted websites made 
for students and youth even after 
graduation. 

Buying airline tickets and 
booking hotels can seem almost 
impossible on a student’s budget, 
but with websites such as studen- 
tuniverse.com, students are given 
discounts when they provide their 
student emails to the websites. 
These discounts can make a huge 
difference as some flights are dis- 


counted as much as 15%. “Be- 
fore I found this website I really 
didn’t think I could travel outside 
of the country but when I looked 
at the prices it really wasn’t that 
far out of reach for me” says 
NECC student Stephanie Batista. 
When Stephanie traveled to Ger- 
many, she found airlines tickets 
using her student email that were 
at a lower cost than any other on- 
line travel agencies. 

Airlines are not the only ting 
that seem to empty your pockets 
when it comes to travel. Hotels 
are sometimes the most expen- 
sive thing about traveling to an- 


other state or country and can 
really make a difference in how 
much you spend while you’re 
abroad. 

Instead of booking hotels, 
NECC student Isabel Duran pre- 
fers to use home rental websites 
such as AirBNB.com. “You can 
find room rentals or hostels in 
this site that costs so much less 
than hotels, I haven’t booked a 
hotel in a long time because of air 
bnb” says Isabel when mention- 
ing how much air bnb has helped 
her afford to travel. Hostels are 
something that is used through- 
out Europe and many other parts 


of the country. With hostels, stu- 
dents are able to meet other peo- 
ple in the hotels and can create 
life long friendships. 

Travel does not always seem 
out of reach when it comes to col- 
lege students. All students have 
to do is look for discounts that 
are available to people attending 
college. At the end of the day, the 
most important part of travel is to 
stay safe, no matter what website 
you come across, make sure its 
reliable. 


Is snow really less 
fun when you're an 


adult? 
By AALLyHIA Cruz 
Correspondent 
_ Visualize it: You are just a little 
id. It’s morning, and you have to 
et ready for school. You glance 
out the window and instead of a 
lear morning, it’s a snowy morn- 
ing. It’s a beautiful snow day: no 
school, no homework, just a day 
of enjoying a winter wonderland 
by having snowball fights, mak- 
ing snow angels, and making 
snowmen. If not, staying inside 
= snuggled up in a blanket 
ile binge-watching a cartoon 
or watching a good movie while 
drinking hot chocolate. When you 
are a little kid, snow days are just 


the most splendid time of the year 
even after the holiday season. 
Now fast forward and envision 
this: You’re an adult in the year 
2018. You wake up one morn- 
ing to prepare for class or work. 
You look outside and instead of 
a cloudless day, it’s another snow 
day. You start getting frustrated 
recognizing you have to shovel 
the blocks of snow out of your 
driveway. If you are a college 
student, you realize your profes- 
sor will create a snow day assign- 
ment since your class is canceled. 
If you are a working adult, you 
have to devote countless hours 
trying to unbury your vehicle 
from the snow. Life is bizarre 
when you are more knowledge- 
able especially when it comes to 
the dangers of the winter season. 
It’s a pros and cons list for the 


winter season. The pros are un- 
deniably the holidays like Christ- 
mas, new year’s eve and day. The 
biggest pro is the winter break 
that only lasts a few weeks but it 
feels like a trial month has gone 
by. The cons about winter? 

Enduring all of these nor’eas- 
ters when the groundhog encoun- 
ters his shadow, and you lose 
track about calling a month of the 
year a trial month due to thinking 
if it’s, nevertheless, January or 
it’s mid-march. 

In general, winter has lost its 
touch in terms of enjoyment with 
the family and enjoying the hol- 
iday season. Promptly it appre- 
ciates the time with family and 
trying to make it through the win- 
ter with the stress it brings. Snow 
days have lost its magical aspect 
with the in-depth of reality. With 


also the risings of accidents such 
as your classic car crash, the 
dreaded slip & fall, and the worst 
flu season of all time. Snow days 
have been becoming more of a 
nightmare to a person well-being 
of their own body. It can’t possi- 
bly get any worse. With the mad- 
ness of this weather, one can only 
craft in their mind what the next 
winter season conducts. Will it be 
more severe than this one? 
Mother nature is a brutal cycle 
that maybe will be a lot easier on 
all of us when spring officially 
rolls on by. This Nor’ Easter sea- 
son 2018 can finally be put to rest 
and we can all focus on more im- 
portant things in our adult agen- 
das. How to successfully pass the 
semester, what to wear for grad- 
uation day, how to make time for 
family and the workplace during 


Nor’easter, No Easter 


the summer months: the heat 
around those months will be un- 
bearable, but it will be worth it. 

If there is anything we should 
all take away from this horrible 
winter season: it’s that no matter 
what a groundhog does or what 
the weatherman or weather wom- 
an says, we need to have a plan. 
We must always be prepared for 
any inconveniences that could 
happen with our health, property, 
supply and so on and so forth. 

In the lighter years, it’s always 
been the same scenario of being 
told to have fun and stay safe 
during these days and during the 
winter break, and in some cases 
like this year when spring break 
happens. Some can cherish it and 
others can’t but one thing is for 
sure, from here on out, it doesn’t 
seem to change. 


Baseball team sees mixed results 


NECC Knights 
return from Florida 
road trip 


By Ma.ik ZorrRoK 
Sports Editor 

After starting out the sea- 
son on a high note, the NECC 
Knights have struggled as of 
late, losing seven out of their 
last eight games. 

The Knights, who have 
just returned from a Florida 
road trip that lasted a week, 
started off the road trip on a 


high note. 
They swept the double- 
header against Vermilion 


Community College, sound- 
ly defeating them by scores 
of 15-0 and 10-3. 


The troubles started for 
the baseball team on March 
12, splitting the doublehead- 
er against Rollins College, 
before losing both games 
against Monroe Community 
College in high scoring af- 
fairs, 9-8 and 19-15. 

The Knights picked up 
their last win on March 15, 
shutting out Prince George’s 
Community College by a 
score of 12-0, before drop- 
ping their next four deci- 
sions. 

It’s not all bad news for 
the Knights however, as there 
were several performanc- 
es by key individuals that 
should not be overlooked. 

Sophomore right handed 
pitcher, Corey Imbriano, was 


Sports 
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named the NJCAA National 
Pitcher of the week for the 
week of March 5. 

On Saturday, March 10, 
Imbriano (2-0) delivered 
quite the impressive perfor- 
mance, striking out 11 bat- 
ters, while issuing zero free 
passes and allowing only 
three hits, all singles. 

Imbriano has been on a 
tear to start off the campaign, 
allowing only one earned run 
in 14 innings pitched, strik- 
ing out 27 batters and walk- 
ing only one, for an outstand- 
ing ERA of 0.64. 

Freshman right hander, 
Michael Goodin (1-1), has 
also provided the Knights 
with another solid pitching 
option. 
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Goodin has appeared in 5 
games, pitching 15.1 innings, 
allowing only four earned 
runs, striking out seven and 
only walking two men. 

On the offensive side, the 
key contributors have been 
sophomore Riley Magee, 
freshman Leo Romero and 
freshman Alexander Almon- 
te. 

Magee has been the 
star offensively, posting 
an incredible slash line of 
.431/.627/1.102, along with 
six extra base hits, including 
two home runs. Magee also 
leads the team with 14 RBIs. 

While Magee has been 
the team’s most relied-upon 
hitter, Almonte has been the 
best all-around hitter for the 


NECC Knights baseball schedule 


MARCH 
Sat. 31 


at Quinsigamond Community College * 


at Quinsigamond Community College * 


APRIL 
Tue. 3 
Wed. 4 
Thu. 5 
Sat. 7 


Mon. 9 
Thu. 12 
Sat. 14 


at Tufts University JV 
at Southern Maine Community College 
Holyoke Community College * 

at Massasoit Community College * 


at Holyoke Community College * 
Tue. 17 Southern Maine Community College 
Thu. 19 Quinsigamond Community College * 


Sat. 21 


MassBay Community College * 


Sun. 22 


at MassBay Community College * 
Bunker Hill Community College * 
at Holyoke Community College * 


MassBay Community College * 


at University of Connecticut at Avery Point 


at University of Connecticut at Avery Point 
Thu. 26 Massasoit Community College * 


Sat. 28 


at Bunker Hill Community College * 


at Bunker Hill Community College * 


(F] facebook.com/neccobserver 


Knights. 

Almonte leads the a 
in on-base percentage, a 
well as slugging percentage 
signaling a balance of bein 
able to get on base, as well as 
hitting for extra base hits. | 

Almonte leads the team 
in extra base hits, home runs 
and is fourth on the team in 
hits. | 

The NECC Knights, al- 
though they have been strug- 
gling, have a very talented 
roster, including multiple 
stars at the top of the lineup 
and rotation, as well as key 
depth pieces on the roster. 

It is only a matter of S 


before they start clicking an 
go on one of their classi 
runs. 


12:00 PM 
2:30 PM 


3:30 PM 
3:30 PM 
3:30 PM 


DH - Gl 


3:30 PM 
3:30 PM 
12:00 PM 
2:30 PM 
3:30 PM 
3:30 PM 
12:00 PM 
2:30 PM 
1:00 PM 
3:30 PM 
3:30 PM 
12:00 PM 
2:30 PM 


12:00 PM 
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«By Jutia Law iss 
' Correspondent 


;,. To some people, the very 
idea of exercising at a lo- 
‘eal gym or a school gym, or 
even at home, is cringeworthy. 
« Or they make an excuse about 
dedicating a few times a week to 
picking up a dumbbell or walk- 
ing a few miles on a treadmill. 

Now — there is absolutely 
-nothing wrong with saying no 
‘to fitness; however, the bene- 
“fits it brings a college student 
vis worth thinking about before 
‘making such a rash decision. 


: Daily, we find ourselves 
“sitting more than  mov- 
ling about without resting. 


Sitting at desks, tables, in a 
,chair in the library. Because of 
‘the load of college classes (on 
campus and online) and, pos- 
sibly, too, a job, it can be quite 
difficult for a college student to 
squeeze in time to be physical- 
ly active during a regular week. 

Just the thought of adding 
one more thing to do sounds ex- 
hausting but, making sure to get 
some exercise in shouldn’t be. 
I personally began working out 
over a year ago, and I have, of 


By SARAH COMISKEY 
NECC Newsroom 


Two Northern Essex Community College students, 


Is it worth the sweat? 


The benefits of exercising for college students 


course, seen a difference in my 
physique, but, too, in my  per- 
_formance in the classroom, and 
events that happen in my personal 
life that are in need of my full at- 
tention. Maybe, if given a chance, 
the same can happen for you. 

Rob Parker, the wellness 
and fitness center coordinator at 
Northern Essex Community Col- 
lege, had this to say about how 
wonderful exercise can be, from 
a psychological standpoint: “Year 
after year, my trainers, student 
volunteers and myself have ob- 
served students, who come into 
the Wellness and Fitness Center 
to exercise, get stronger not only 
physically but mentally! Honest- 
ly, students who exercise often 
are more likely to stay in school 
longer and either successful- 
ly transfer or graduate. Moving 
your body on a machine or with 
bodyweight exercises can allow 
you to experience a reduced stress 
response toward schoolwork 
and other overwhelming tasks.” 

Parker also shared how fitness 
can increasingly improve a stu- 
dent’s memory, teach them time 
management skills, and how to 
set and achieve healthy goals. 


Putting. together a workout rou- 
tine for yourself is highly rec- 
ommended, Parker said, but even 
just implanting a ten to twen- 
ty-minute walk outside around 
your neighborhood would be ben- 
eficial! “Studies have shown,” he 
assured, “that even the smallest 
of exercises can bring the most 
clarity to the brain and promote 
brain cell growth. It’s amazing!” 

It is no surprise how the human 
body, once in motion, can have 
us feel like we can do anything. 

This is because of how exer- 
cise stimulates parts of the brain 
that are “asleep” during the day. 

The memory portion of it 
all is very important, espe- 
cially as a college student and 
faced with hours of school- 
work and studying. of exams. 

The hippocampus — the struc- 
ture of the brain that controls the 
formation, retention, and recall of 
any type of memory, both direct 
and indirect —is said to grow when 
the body is physically active. 

According to an article by Hei- 
di Godman in the Harvard Health 
Letter, normally, the hippocam- 
pus shrinks a bit when a person 
reaches their late twenties, and 


this leads to memory loss or peri- 
ods of forgetfulness, but with ex- 
ercise or any form of physical ac- 
tivity, really, it becomes stronger! 

The brain can reduce insulin 
resistance, inflammation, and 
stimulate the release of growth 
factors, according to Godman. 

Along with this comes stron- 
ger focus and concentration lev- 
els, a boost in mood, and a reduc- 
tion of daily stressors that flow 
through the body and mind, caus- 
ing future health struggles if not 
dealt with properly, Godman says. 

So, make time duriig the week 
— even if it » coupie days instead 
of daily — t. perform some sort of 
exercise. My it be in the early 
morning, mid-afternoon, or be- 
fore you head off to bed: choose 
a specific activity that gets your 
heart pumping, may it be running, 
hiking, or dancing in your room 
for twenty minutes to a half hour. 

Elvis Medina, an electrical 
engineering major at NECC, 
is one of several students who 
have benefited from working out. 

“For six years now, I have 
hit the gym or gone outside for 
some form of exercise. But I 
really dedicated myself to the 


lifestyle my second year of col- 
lege. It isn’t easy most days; es- 


-pecially if I am exhausted from 


pulling an all-nighter — however, 
the fact of getting stronger, that 
is what motivates me the most 
to keep going into the next day. 
Plus, it makes me feel empow- 
ered to finish a difficult task!” 

He also happily reported ex- 
periencing better immune health, 
memory, and grade point aver- 
age as a result of working out, 
due to how the mindset of train- 
ing hard has influenced him 
to train just as hard in school. 

“For any student looking to 
exercise or may be nervous to 
step into a gym,” Parker stat- 
ed, “I encourage you to, please, 
come see us at the Wellness and 
Fitness Center. We have such 
a friendly staff and have pro- 
grams designed to get people 
started including free personal 
training and small group classes! 
Don’t give up on yourself; tell 
yourself you can, and you will!” 

As the ever so popular encour- 
aging slogan of Nike goes: Just 
do it. You will have no regrets. 


Basketball players named to All-Region team 


Alexis Estrella of Lawrence and Emir Alagoz of Is- 
tanbul, Turkey (now living in Haverhill), have been 
named to the 2018 National Junior College Athlet- 
ic Association (NJCAA) Region XXI All-Region 
basketball team, following a vote by area coaches. 

Estrella, an All-Region second team selection, 
led the Knights in scoring this season at an aver- 
age of 15.6 points per game, starting 29 of the 30 
games and twice scoring a career-high of 35 points. 

A strong competitor from long range, he shot 
43.5 percent from behind the arc this season, ranking 
fifth in three-point field goal percentages regionally. 

He was also second on the 
team in assists, at 2.3 per . game. 

Alagoz, a third team selection, was the team 
leader in assists per game (at 7.2), ranking sec- 
ond in assists for the region. He also led the re- 
gion in assist-to-turnover ratio, at 4.8 per game. 
Like Estrella, he started in 29 of the team’s contests 
and was second in scoring, at 14.4 points per game. 
During the season, Alagoz  convert- 
‘ed on 51.8 percent of his field goal attempts. 

The Knights basketball team concluded their 
season earlier this month with a loss in the re- 
gional semi-finals and finished with a 17-13 
overall record. The 2017 — 18 season saw a 14- 
win improvement over the previous season. 

Northern Essex Community College competes as a 
member of the NJCAA and sponsors eight varsity in- 
tercollegiate sports including baseball, men’s basket- 
ball, softball, women’s volleyball, men’s and women’s 
cross country and men’s and women’s track and field. 

For more information on Northern’ Es- 
sex Community College Athletics visit the of- 
ficial website of Northern. Essex Athletics. 


Photo courtesy NECC Newsroom 
Emir Alagoz (left) and Alexis Estrella (right) will compete in the 2018 All-Region men’s basketball team. 
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Nintendo Fun 
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Kirby Star Allies: Nintendo’s first 
game of 2018 


It looks like 2018 is 
taking the first step 
in the right direction 
in the gaming world 


The game starts off as most of 
them do; Kirby sleeping and the 
citizens of Dream Land overtak- 
en by the vague powers of vague 
darkness. Kirby wakes up and 
sets off for resident troublemak- 
er King Dedede. Along the way, 
Kirby gobbles up his foes taking 
their abilities for his quest to beat 
up the king. Kirby topples the 
crown and the credits roll. If this 
sounds short don’t worry, this 
is the cold open. We have three 
more worlds to go, each of them 
bigger than Dream Land. They 
exactly aren’t going to put char- 
acters that don’t show up onto the 
game case. 

Core gameplay is mostly the 
same. Kirby can float, inhale his 
adorable enemies to copy their 
powers or turn that power into 
an equally adorable standalone 
friend. This time around more 
emphasis is placed on Kirby’s 
friends. You can now throw a 
heart at certain enemies to add 
them to his team of up to three 
buddies. They can either be com- 
puter controlled or used by anoth- 
er player, each of them having the 
same abilities that Kirby would if 
he had eaten that particular char- 


major 


acter. 

New to the series, however, 
are combination abilities. You 
and your buddies can combine 
your powers for new ways to at- 
tack or solve puzzles by standing 
next to each other, having one of 
you hold up on the joystick, and 
using an ability. For example, the 
Cutter ability can be combined 
with the Wing ability for Bluster 
Cutter ability which ignores wind 
and activate switches other abili- 
ties wouldn’t be able to go. Not 
all abilities have combinations, 
like the Throw ability just letting 
you chuck a friend. 

Having Kirby’s friends isn’t 
just a power up, it’s also manda- 
tory for certain areas. Some doors 
only open if you have at least that 
many party members. There are 
also pedestals that require a full 
team of four and have Kirby and 
his allies perform tricks like cre- 
ating a four person wheel or mak- 
ing a bridge out of themselves to 
allow another non-player charac- 
ter to get across a gap in order to 
proceed. 

Kirby Star Allies is very clear- 
ly not meant to be played alone. 
It’s more of a party game than it 
is a traditional Kirby platform- 
er. Typically game with AI con- 
trolled partners tend to make 
those partners pretty stupid, but 
the AI friends in Star Allies are 
smart. Get close enough to a 
puzzle that requires a particu- 


ility your friends will take 
care of it. Signal them to start a 
combination ability and the AI 
is even smart enough to use the 
right combination depending on 
the situation even between two of 
them. 

Smart AI is normally praise- 
worthy, but ultimately it makes 
Star Allies pretty easy, even for 
a Kirby game. Since the game 
throws enemies at you, you’ll 
likely always have the right com- 
bination available to you when 
a puzzle comes up and without 
human error there’s no need for 
communication and preparation. 
Extra lives are also easy to come 
by, and that with the lack of over- 
all difficulty makes those extra 
lives feel meaningless. 

But Star Allies shines as a par- 
ty game. Since every player gets 
to have a different ability, ev- 
erybody is encouraged to try out 
various combination abilities as 
soon as they can. This can make 
puzzles more frustrating, howev- 
er, when the person sitting next to 
you doesn’t want to change their 
ability or won’t listen as you try 
to explain the solution. Just like 
in real life, adding in humans can 
make an otherwise easy situation 
difficult yet feel more reward- 
ing when things start going your 
way. There are also other mini 
game modes including a baseball 
game, a tree cufting game, a time 
trial mode where you only play as 


one of Kirby’s friends instead of 
Kirby, and the classic boss rush. 
These modes don’t add much in 
the way of replayability but they 
do add to the party game feel that 
story mode offers, giving players 
who get bored something else to 
do. 

The game is a feast for the 
eyes and ears. The high defini- 
tion really makes the scenery feel 
alive and being perfect for each 
and every level. The first level of 
the second world is clearly a ref- 
erence to Kirby’s Dream Land 3 
for the SNES and somehow man- 
ages to capture the sort of col- 
ored-pencil-drawn environment 
without shifting away from the 
graphical style of the rest of the 
game. The music is mostly new 
as well rather than redone tracks 
from previous titles. Some stages 
use chiptune which sounds great 
without needing to feel nostalgic. 

Speaking of nostalgia, the 
game has plenty of callbacks to 
previous Kirby games that feel 
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like a celebration of the series’ 
past rather than blatant fan-ser- 
vice. Veteran players may be sur- 
prised with how Kirby’s original 
friends from Dream Land 3 make 
cameos. The aforementioned 
World 2 have levels that harken 
back to Kirby Super Star’s Meta 
Knight’s Revenge and Great 
Cave Offensive. Again, all of 
these may come with a sense of 
nostalgia while bringing some- 
thing new to the table. 

Overall, Kirby Star Allies is a 
great Kirby game as long as you’ 
have actual friends to play it with. 
In a world where more games 
are trying to be like Dark Souls 
or Cuphead, this is a welcome 
breather for its ease and relaxing 
visuals. It’s not a must-own game 
by any stretch but it’s still worth 
hanging onto if obtained as a gift 
or picked up second hand. 

If you get the chance to play 
Kirby Star Allies, definitely do it 
and you won’t be disappointed. 


